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WEEKLY SERVICES
1st Sunday each month

8.30       Morning Prayer (BCP)

10.15 Holy Communion

2nd Sunday each month

8.30 Holy Communion (BCP)

10.15 Holy Communion

3rd Sunday each month 

8.30       Morning Prayer (BCP)

10.15 Holy Communion

4th Sunday each month

8.30 Holy Communion (BCP)

10.15 Holy Communion

5th Sunday each month

8.30 Holy Communion, (BCP)

10.15 Holy Communion

Every Wednesday

10am     Informal Holy Communion

Church Website

www.greasleychurch.wordpress.com

OPEN DOOR
The deadline for submitting material for the April and May

issue will be Friday 15th February 2019.

Copy for the next issue should be forwarded to the Church 

Office or at opendoor.greasley@ntlworld.com

Comments and articles in Open Door do not necessarily

reflect the opinions of the editor, clergy or PCC of

St. Mary’s, Greasley.

The Editor of the Greasley Church Open Door Magazine

(at his/her discretion) has the authority to select and decide

upon the suitability of contents and inclusion of articles. PCC

2019
CONTACTS

Vicar 
 Revd. Dave Marvin                           01773 712509                         

Reader
 Barbara Coleman                                

Churchwarden
 Tania Cook                                            
 Treasurer's Email : greasleytreasurer@gmail.com 

Organist
 David Dobb

Bell Ringers Tower Captain
 Emmi Checkley

Vicar's Administrator
 Esther Henshaw
 Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

For all Church Hall Bookings, Weddings, Baptisms 
and all other general enquiries please phone:-
01773 719941 between 10am and 3pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.

Out of Hours: 07763 865716

Address: Church Office
Greasley Church Hall
Church Road
Greasley, Nottingham
NG16 2AB

Pastoral Care Co-ordinator
 Tania Cook

PCC Secretary
 Stephen Henshaw 
 Email: secretarygreasleyPCC@outlook.com

Christian Aid/Traidcraft
 Janet Hedderly

Mothers' Union
 Barbara Coleman 

Social Committee
 Wendy Taylor

Children’s and Families Worker
Michael Edwards         07477 809 145
Email: mjedwards145@icloud.com

OPEN DOOR

For Contact Numbers 
Please Ring 01773 719941 

See Church Notices
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The Vicar Writes

During my lifetime I’ve seen a massive change 
in the methods and speed of communication. 

Telephone boxes were common place, but private 
telephones in the home were relatively rare. Most 
homes had a radio but few had a TV. Cinemas 
were popular for entertainment as well as a source 
of world news. Then came the rapid development 
of methods of communication in the form of 
computers, mobile phones, I pads and no doubt new 
and quicker methods are already on the horizon. 

But despite these tremendous advances in 
technology one of the most enjoyable and 
sometimes most difficult things about human 
communication is the way we use language to 
express ourselves. A few words can bring to 
mind a whole range of other details and so paint 
a picture that communicates far more than the 
words themselves. A good poet is a master of being 
able to do just that. A far cry from the new text 
language of, for example LOL and does that mean 
laugh out loud or lots of love? It can all be very 
confusing, the registrars now insist that we do not 
use abbreviations when filling in marriage register, 
eg. a HGV driver must be recorded as a Heavy 
Goods vehicle driver, so as to avoid any confusion.

The flip side of the beauty of the spoken word 
is that it can be misinterpreted or people can 
put their own slant to it according to past 
experiences and draw wrong conclusions. 
Communication is fraught with dangers and 
open to wrong interpretations, but that shouldn’t 
stop us from communicating with others. 

Communication is so important among people of 
all ages. Misunderstandings can be avoided, and 
great things can be accomplished when there is 
open communication. Words can hurt or they can 
encourage, they can teach and build or they can tear 
down, but no matter what, they are very powerful. 

They are also a reflection of what is in our heart. As 
Christians, God has given us some basic guidelines in 
the Bible about how and what we should speak. The 
following verse from psalm 19 is one of my favourites.

"Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock     and my 

redeemer.”    

Dave  

With Lent coming, we consider prayer...

Anything is a blessing which makes us pray. - 
C H Spurgeon

The Lord’s Prayer is not, as some fancy, the easiest, 
the most natural of all devout utterances.  It may 
be committed to memory quickly, but it is slowly 
learned by heart. - Anon

A mother can touch a whole generation just by loving 
her own child well. - Anon 
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MESSY CHURCH
 Messy Church is returning to St Mary’s Church, 

Greasley. This is an event 
specifically aimed at 
children and their families. 
If you would like your 
children to attend our first 

Messy Church please contact the Children’s 
and Families Worker Michael Edwards. 

Email: mjedwards145@icloud.com
 Tel No: 07477 809145

Greasley Church & Church Hall

   Calendar
                               February & March 2019

If you are interested in getting married or being 
baptised at St Mary’s Church please contact 

Esther Henshaw – Weddings & Baptism 
Administrator Tel: 07763 865716 

Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com
Esther Henshaw

Weddings & Baptism Administrator - St Mary's Church, 
Greasley

Church Hall Public Activities
Baby and Toddler. Mondays 9.30am

Zumba. Mondays 6.15pm.

Yoga. Tuesdays. 6.15pm.

Clubbersize. Tuesdays 7.30pm. 

Zumba Gold Wednesdays 11am-12noon

Woodturners. Wednesdays.7.00pm

Yoga Thursdays 9.30am. 

Zumba Thursdays 6.0pm. 
Zumba Gold Wednesdays 11am-12noon

Private Dance Class Friday 3.45pm
    Aikido, Fridays 7.30pm. 

Dates for your Diary

CHURCH ILLUMINATION
If you would like the church illuminating in memory 
of a loved one, or birthday or wedding anniversary–
in fact any kind of celebration please, TEL: 01773 
719941
Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

A Happy and Peaceful 

new year to you all 

                              Editor

NEW

AlphA 
Alpha is a series of sessions exploring the 
Christian faith. We are running an Alpha course 
starting on Thursday 24th January 7.15pm. 
A hot meal will be provided. Please let Rev. 

Dave Marvin know if you would like to attend.

SEE CONTACTS INSIDE FRONT COVER

Alpha: Thursday 24th January 7.15pm.

GDPR (Data protection laws)

ALL CONTACT NUMBERS
Changes in Data Protection Laws 
(GDPR), no longer allow us to show 
personal telephone numbers. Should you 
wish to contact any church members listed 
in the Magazine, please contact Esther 
Henshaw on 01773 719941 between 10am 
and 3pm on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays. Out of Hours: 07763 865716

church notices



5

23 DECEMBER 2018 

How to Live in Hope

(I started to read my Bible. The following was the introduction 
to that day's readings and  it so moved me, I thought I would 
share it. Editor.) 
 
In July 1999, Ralph Crathorne spoke at our church (HTB*)
about the recent death of his eight-year-old daughter, 
Sasha, from a brain tumour.  
 
I remember so well going to visit Sasha in hospital. On the 
way, in the taxi, I was desperately trying to think and pray 
about what God would want me to say. Only one word 
came into my mind: hope. 
 
In his talk Ralph said, ‘That one word exploded in my 
spirit. It was as though I suddenly saw the fullness of what 
God has meant us to understand about “living in hope”. 
It’s not the kind of wishy-washy, “I hope this will happen, 
but it probably won’t happen.” It’s the sure, confident, 
positive hope – the way God designed us to live.  
 
‘Our hope was placed not in an outcome but in the Lord. 
 
‘Sasha, too, held onto hope – not necessarily to be healed, 
although that was included, but a deeper hope, the hope 
that comes from the certainty of being in the palm of the 
hand of an all-loving God.’ 
 
In the final two weeks of her life, she went blind. Ralph 
said, ‘I remember lying in the bed saying to her, “Sasha do 
you ever see angels?” 
 
‘She didn’t have much energy to speak. She said, “No 
dad.” 
 
‘I was a bit disappointed. So, I thought, we’ll go for the 
big one. “Do you ever see Jesus?” I asked. 
 
‘“Of course, I do. He holds my hand.”’ 
 
‘The dream that she would be healed was shattered, but 
we’re not disappointed with God. He hasn’t changed. He 
still pours his love into our hearts. We don’t understand 
her death. I doubt we really ever will. One day we’ll 
know… These are the foundational principles of living in 
hope.”

(*Nicky Gumble. Holy Trinity Brompton. Bible in One 
Year)

Prayers & 
Poems

Revelation
(Luke 2:22-35)

Sometimes old people see things,
sometimes they understand,

their years and experience lending wisdom -
sometimes.

But that day in the Temple
was beyond human sight and understanding,

beyond human wisdom.
That day in the Temple,

God moved. 
And Simeon saw, with Holy Spirit sight,

with revelation light,
the realisation of God’s promise.

Simeon held Jesus and knew his Saviour,
The pain - and the peace.

By Daphne Kitching

Prayer For Revelation
Heavenly Father,

Thank You for loving us. 
Thank You for sending Jesus and for the work 
of Your Holy Spirit in opening people’s eyes to 

recognise Him. 
Please open our eyes and hearts afresh to Him. 

Help us to truly trust Him and to be aware of the 
price He paid so that we can know Your peace and 

live with You forever.
By Daphne Kitching

The Church at Laodicea
May we be faithful and guard against the same fate that befell 

the Laodicean Church.

The Faithful True Witness sees into His church,
He stands alone not wanted inside,

Contented and useless, neither hot or cold,
A complacent church more dead than alive.

‘O Laodicea, can you not see?
You say you are rich, but I know you are poor,
Come buy from Me, I have all that you need’

The Ruler of All still stands at the door.
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Behold I stand at the door and knock,
And long for My church to be vibrant and true,

If you hear My voice and invite Me in
Together again we can fellowship renew.

 
‘He that has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches.’ (Rev.3:22)
by Megan Carter

Nigel Beeton writes:  The passage in Luke 12:24, ‘Consider the 
birds of the air’, could be taken to mean that we can leave the 
care of wildlife to God.  So we can, but I think He is pleased if, 

during a cold February, we offer Him a little help…!

Consider The Birds
Consider the birds of the air

They do not store up what they eat
They need not to worry or care

Or tweet with a worry-filled tweet.

God looks after them, O it’s true!
He grants them their insects and grains

He gives all their feathers their hue;
And shelters them all from the rain.

But at certain times of the year,
When birds have to eat, or they freeze –
Though God clearly holds them all dear,

Assistance from us will Him please.

So think of the birds of the air,
And, after your breakfast is chewed,

Get up, get a coat, get out there
And give the poor darlings some food!

By Nigel Beeton

 Nigel Beeton writes: ‘I love Zacchaeus! Vertically challenged, 
the story of his climb up the sycamore tree to see Jesus is well 

known to Sunday School children everywhere. I can well 
remember hearing it many years ago, and it has remained a 

favourite.’

Zacchaeus 
A chap named Zacchaeus was short
Too short to see Jesus, so thought

In order to see,
He’d climb up a tree

And in Jesus’ sight he was caught.

‘Zacchaeus! Come down from your tree!
I’m coming to dinner, you see!’

He went for His dinner
To the home of a sinner!

(A sinner like you and like me.)

Zacchaeus, the worst of the worst,
To such as him Jesus came first

The sinner lamented
And then he repented,

And so he was no longer cursed!
By Nigel Beeton

Never Be Weary Of Doing 
Good

You are never tired, O Lord, of doing us good; let 
us never be weary of doing You service.  But as You 

have pleasure in the well-being of Your servants, 
let us take pleasure in the service of our Lord, and 
abound in Your work and in Your love and praise 

evermore.
A prayer of John Wesley 

<>< ><> <>< ><> <><

What’s on in the Church Hall?

Erewash Valley Woodturners 
Association

We have three sorts of meeting:
•	 On the 2nd Wednesday of every month we 

meet from 7.00 – 9.30pm for a demonstration 
by a professional woodturner, except when it 
is a competition night, the AGM or the Christ-
mas Social

•	 On the 4th Wednesday of most months (not 
August, November or December) we have 
a “hands-on” session using three lathes, at 
which novices can receive some basic tuition 
and other members have a chance to make 
themed items with an experienced turner

•	 On two Saturdays each year we have tradition-
ally offered all-day (10.00am – 4.30pm) dem-
onstrations by internationally-known turners

Charges:
The membership fee is currently £20 pa.  There 
is a charge of £7 on Wednesday evenings for a 
professional demonstration.  Hands-on sessions cost 
£4, and we charge £10 for all-day demonstrations.

History
The club was started in 1993 by Keith Rowley – 
a local professional woodturner – and friends, so 
this is our 25th anniversary.  Membership has varied 
over the years, being usually around 70, but closer 
to 60 at present.  Most of the early members have 
retired or died but we attract a steady stream of 
new members, mainly via our website: www.evwa.
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org.uk.  Attendance is around 35 for professional 
demonstrations and 20 for hands-on evenings.  The 
club is run by an elected committee of seven members.

Purpose of Club
Our Constitution states, “The aims of the Association
 are to foster the craft of woodturning and to bring to
gether like-minded people to share and exchange 
knowledge and experience to the benefit of all 
members”. Anyone with an interest in woodturning 
is welcome at the club, at any age (though 
under 18s need to be accompanied by an adult).  
Membership tends to be male-dominated but 
we have some lady members and we book some 
excellent lady demonstrators for our programme.  
Ladies can be just as good as men at woodturning!

Charitable Fund-raising
Over the past 12 years a group of members has run 
a stall at about five different shows per annum (most 
locally at the Beauvale Priory Christmas Fair) at 
which we demonstrate the craft of woodturning and 
raise money for our designated charity through a 
tombola: winners get a free choice of a turned prize 
made by our members.  We normally raise between 
£1000 and £2000 each year by this means and 
promote our craft at the same time.  For some years 
our chosen charity has been “School for Parents”, 
now “Footprints”, a small Nottingham charity which 
provides specialist support to families with a child 
disabled by cerebral palsy or Downs Syndrome.

Benefits of joining
Woodturning is not necessarily any more difficult 
to pick up than any other craft, but because it 
involves very sharp tools and a fast turning lathe 
it is absolutely vital to learn safe procedures and 
techniques if various dangers are to be avoided.  
Unless some basic tuition is received it is easy to 
develop unsafe practices – as can sometimes be seen 
on Youtube!  By coming to our club a novice will see 
professional turners in action, be advised about safe 
techniques, learn how to sharpen tools, and have the 
opportunity at hands-on sessions to get the basics 
right.  There are also the benefits of meeting with like-
minded people and learning from their experience.

Invitation
If you think you might be interested in woodturning 
come along to one of our meetings in the church hall 
and see what it’s like.  A first visit is free of charge and 
there is no pressure to become a member immediately.

What do we make?
Here are some photos of items made recently by our 

members

St James the Least of All  

On How To Survive A Parish 
Retreat

The Rectory
St James the Least

My dear Nephew Darren

We have just returned from our annual parish three-
day silent retreat at St Epiphanius’ Priory.  We had 
the usual attendees: those husbands who see it as 
an opportunity to stop their wives talking, however 
briefly; those wives who can keep their husbands 
temporarily from the 19th hole at the golf club; 
and those who want to see if it might be a suitable 
home in which to park an inconvenient relative.

It can come as quite a shock for first-timers: the ladies 
are appalled to discover that there is neither coffee 
shop nor hairdressers, and the men that there is no bar 
or billiards table. The resident community certainly 
frowned on the four men among us who were discovered 
silently pushing a car down the drive late one evening 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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before starting it at the main gates as they escaped 
to the nearest pub. Those of us who are older hands 
know to bring our own supplies – carefully wrapped, 
so that the clinking of bottles is not too obvious as one 
ascends the main staircase. The near universal retreat 
to bedrooms before dinner is less an opportunity for 
quiet reflection and more one for a restorative sherry.

The more experienced also know that temperatures 
in the house are Siberian. All the movement and hand 
waving during Services is less charismatic enthusiasm 
and more an attempt to maintain blood flow to the 
extremities. The series of addresses was given by an 
aged member of the community.  That some of our party 
fell asleep during the addresses was excusable; that the 
person giving them also occasionally did so, was not.

During one stroll round the gardens, I noticed clouds 
of smoke coming from behind the hedges near the 
chapel. My hope that it was parishioners experimenting 
with incense to be used in church on our return was 
soon crushed when I found it was a group of hardened 
parishioners topping up their nicotine levels. Seeing 
them nervously huddled in the shrubbery made one 
think of schools and bike sheds. I now find it difficult not 
to picture them all in short trousers and wearing caps.

And so we return, knowing that we have done our bit 
once again for the spiritual vigour of the parish, and 
also that three days of vegetarian cooking will mean a 
long queue at the village butchers tomorrow morning.

Your loving uncle, Eustace
<>< ><> <>< ><> <>< ><>

The Bible verse of 2018
A Bible app, YouVersion, has named Isaiah 
41:10 as the most popular verse of 2018.
That verse has been posted, bookmarked, 
and highlighted more times than any other 
on the app (which has been downloaded 
more than 350,000 times around the world).  

Isaiah 41:10 reads: ‘So do not fear, for I am with 
you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you 
with my righteous right hand.’  The verse also 
came top in Chile, France, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Peru, South Africa, Spain and the United States.
But in the UK, for 2018, we preferred Jeremiah 
29:11: ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not 
to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’   

Do You Have Spare Room 
In Your Home?

Could you offer temporary shelter to a victim of 
human trafficking?

Helen and Jared Hodgson have started the only 
charity in the UK which provides a home to 
the victims of human trafficking, and they are 
seeking churchgoers across the UK who will 
help, by providing temporary accommodation. 

So far, the Hodgson’s Hope at Home charity has 
about 14 host families, but they estimate that 
they need 1000 such welcoming, safe homes.

Hope at Home began when Helen and Jared went 
to India and worked with street children.  There 
they met girls who had been trafficked into the sex 
industry.  The horrors they heard about shocked 
and moved them, so that when they returned home 

they moved to a bigger house, in order to set up 
Hope at Home, and have spare rooms to offer.

The need for UK safe homes is huge.  At any one time 
the Global Slavery index estimate that about 136,000 
people are being trafficked in the UK alone. People are 
trapped in the sex industry, domestic servitude, working 
in nail bars, agriculture and car washes, to name but a few.  

Some 5145 victims were rescued in the UK by 
the police and other agencies last year.  But once 
they have left the temporary safe house that 
they are initially sent to, many survivors face 
destitution and are vulnerable to being re-trafficked.

One victim whom the Hodgsons took in, Sarah (not 
real name) stayed with them for a year.  She says: 
‘They made me feel very comfortable.  They tell me 
they love me – I’ve never heard this before in my 
whole life.  Now I can do things I was scared to do 
before: I can go out, and I don’t lock myself away.  
I had tried to kill myself before, because I was so 
lonely.  

The charity is looking for host families especially 
in Sheffield, Bristol, and the West Midlands, where 
it has strong relationships with partner agencies 
who can support survivors and host families.   

Helen Hodgson stresses that it is crucial that the local 
church supports any host family who takes on the 
challenge, by both prayer and giving time to befriend 
the recovering victim, and share with them the love
 of God.
More details at:  http://www.hopeathome.org.uk/
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Here is a story which you could easily ‘make local’.  
Loneliness is bound to affect people in your community, 
and perhaps even in your church.  What can your church 
do to help them?  That is showing real Christian love….

All The Lonely People 
Where do they all come from? 
All the lonely people 
Where do they all belong?

The Beatles saw loneliness all around them back in the 
60s, when they wrote the lyrics to Eleanor Rigby.  And 
loneliness is growing:  the number of lonely over-50s
 will hit two million within seven years, according to 
recent data from the English Longitudinal Study of 
Ageing.    

The study points out that older people often live alone, 
lack someone to confide in, or are widowed, or are in 
poor health, or are unable to do the things they want, 
or feel that they do not belong in their neighbourhood

Caroline Adams, Age UK’s charity director, 
warns that such loneliness will bring ‘serious 
consequences for their physical and mental health, 
and therefore for the NHS, unless we take action 
now.’  But action will be a challenge, for the adult 
social care sector is badly over-stretched, with 
up to 110,000 jobs vacant across the country. 

“WISDOM OF WORDS”
The happiness of life is made up of minute fractions.
The little soon forgotten charities of a kiss or a smile, 

a kind look,
a heartfelt compliment -
Countless infinitesimals

of pleasurable and genial feelings.

 - - - - - - - -

The day a child realises that all
adults are imperfect he becomes

an adolescent.  The day he
forgives them he becomes an

adult,  The day he forgives himself 
he becomes wise.

                                            Samuel Taylor Coleridge
- - - - - -

Faith is putting all your eggs in
God's basket.  Then counting your

blessings before they hatch.
                                                       Romana C Carroll

If you read history, you will find
that Christians who did the most
for the present world, were those

who were thought the most of in the next.
                                                                      C S Lewis

- - - - - - -
Men go forth to wonder at the
height of mountains, the huge

waves of the sea, the broad flow of
the ocean, the course of the stars

and forget to wonder at
themselves.

                                                                    Augustine
- - - - - -

Common sense is the most widely
shared commodity in the world,

for every man is convinced that he
is well supplied with it. 

                                                  Henry Ward Beecher
- - - - - -

The Bible is alive, it speaks to me;
it has feet, it runs after me;

it has hands, it lays hold on me.
                                                            Martin Luther

and finally .....

Do all the good you can
By all the means you can
In all the ways you can
In all the places you can
At all the times you can

To all the people you can
As long as ever you can

                                                                John Wesley
From The Church Scribe 

Some miscellaneous 
observations on modern life..

A cabbie is a fare-minded person. 
A closed mouth gathers no foot. 
A dentist and a manicurist fought tooth and nail.
A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for 
doing well.  
A job at the nursery can lead to a budding career. 
A man said his credit card was stolen but he 
decided not to report it because the thief was 
spending less than his wife did. 
A will is a dead giveaway. 
According to my calculations, the problem doesn’t 
exist.
Age doesn’t always bring wisdom. Sometimes age 
comes alone.
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Greasley Church Hall
is available for all your activities, whether 

you need just space, maybe you require 
chairs and tables, or a small quiet ZZZZ 

room. 

The Church Hall can accommodate 
all your needs & more.

Please Tel: 07763 865 716
Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com 

EASTWOOD
MEMORY

. CAFE .
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month

12.30 - 3.00pm
Plumptre Hall behind St Mary’s Church, Church Street,

Eastwood, Nottingham NG16 3BS
Cost £1 per person

No charge for care/nursing home staff
A carer or supporter must attend with the person 

affected by dementia.
We are unable to provide respite care.

Residents of Care and Nursing Homes (accompanied by 
a relative, carer or member of staff ) are very welcome to 

attend. More information can be found on 
our website at

www.eastwoodmemorycafe.btck.co.uk

Contact us by phone on 07847 716 759, email us at 
eastwoodmemorycafe@btinternet.com or call in and 

see us on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Plumptre Hall 
from 12.30-3pm

This project has been funded by NHS Nottingham West Clinical 
Commissioning Group in partnership with Broxtowe Borough 

Council as part of the Broxtowe Health Partnership.
A 'not for profit' organisation helping those affected by dementia and 

their carers to live well.

If you are interested in getting married or being 
baptised at St Mary’s Church please contact 

Esther Henshaw – Weddings & Baptism 

Administrator Tel: 07763 865716 

Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

The Christian is supposed to love his 
neighbour, and since his wife is his 

nearest neighbour, she should be his 
deepest love. – Martin Luther
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Canon David Winter considers the weather.

Organised rain?
Recently the weather men and women have taken 
to talking about ‘organised’ rain to be expected 
following drizzle on western parts. It’s nonsense, of 
course. Rain isn’t ‘organised’, it isn’t ‘tame’. Like all 
our weather it happens because of vast natural laws 
of nature, and there’s precious little we can do about 
it. Pleasant summer sun can set fire to forests.  The 
rain that nourishes our crops can turn to storms and 
floods. It’s the disorganisation, or unpredictability, 
of weather that catches our attention.

The Psalms in the Bible are full of descriptions about 
the weather - the lightning and thunder, the gentle 
spring rain, the baking heat of midday and ‘the
 barren and dry land where there is no water’.  The 
weather is part of the mystery and unpredictability 
of life; the constantly moving background of life on 
earth.

In truth, it is the price we pay for living in our 
beautiful world, with its lakes and marshlands, 
deserts and rivers.  It is the world we have from our 
Creator - green and pleasant sometimes, and wild 
and scary at others.  The world is not a ‘tame’ place.

The Bible seems to think we should take the good 
with the bad – even the weather of February.  As Psalm 
148 says: ‘Praise the Lord from the earth…fire and 
hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word!’ 
Or, as our grandmothers used to say: ‘Whether 
the weather be cold or whether the weather 
be hot, we’ll weather the weather whatever 
the weather, whether we like it – or not!’

(Lester Amann considers darkness and light.)

Shine, Jesus, Shine.
At the flick of a switch or a press of a button we can 
illuminate our homes with all kinds of gadgets. 
City life has street lights everywhere and if we 
need a light for dark places we can use a torch. 

Life for people in Bible days must have been so 
different. The darkness was something to be feared. 
Anyone in the open at night was vulnerable to attack, 
not only by robbers and thieves but also by animals.  

The Bible often mentions darkness to be a symbol for 
evil, whether real or imaginary. The Old Testament 
records watchmen on the walls of a city or large 
town who were employed to protect the inhabitants. 
Watchmen were impatient for the sunrise and a
 psalmist thinks of his soul waiting on God to deliver

him, like the watchman waiting for the dawn. 
(Psalm 130:6)  
  
The Bible often associates darkness with
inappropriate behaviour, problems, difficulties, wrong-
doing and malevolence. Darkness can also mean a 
wrong course of action, wilfulness and stupidity. 
When the Scriptures speak of light this shows up 
what is amiss with our lives. Light can reveal a 
problem and show the way to avoid or overcome it.

The prophet Isaiah wrote about people walking 
in darkness and seeing a great light. This in turn 
would change their lives for the better. He was 
describing the coming of Jesus who would be a 
light for us. He would come to reveal everything 
that is wrong with us, and to be the means to bring 
us a new life, a new purpose and a new future. He 
would break the power of sin and death and make 
it possible for everyone to be reconciled to God.

In a world that needs to see the healing and saving 
light of Jesus, we are called to be lights of hope, peace 
and love. What we do and what we say matters. Our 
actions and words should point people to our heavenly 
Father. Sometimes this is difficult and sometimes we 
fail. But we still should try to be like the psalmist who, 
while thinking about God, said Your word is a lamp 
to guide me and a light for my path. (Psalm 119:105)

(Canon David Winter considers the addiction of gambling)

Then The Fun Stops
About 50 years ago I was asked by our vicar to join a 
small team of volunteers who would meet a young man 
at the tube station and see him safely past the betting 
shop on his way home.  He had just come out of prison. 
His offences had all stemmed from his addiction to 
gambling.  Our rota, together with prayer, friendship and 
constant support, meant that in six months he was free 
of his addiction. He married a young woman from the 
church and began to live a responsible and happy life.

I’ve thought of him a few times over recent months, 
when the problems of gambling addiction in modern 
Britain have been in the news. Gambling is a massive 
industry, no longer dependent on betting shops but 
as near as the mobile phone in your pocket. It was 
easy walking him past the shop, but walking past 
the phone in his pocket would have been tricky! 
The TV ads are sophisticated and seductive. ‘First 
bet free!’ ‘If you lose, we’ll give you your money 
back!’ ‘Put real fun into your sports viewing!’  It is 
encouraging that some of the gambling firms are to 
stop advertising during live sport on TV, but the 
allure is still there. It looks like easy money – and it 
is, for the enormously profitable betting companies.
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Word Search
Puzzle

The Bible makes clear that there are three valid 
reasons for transferring money. The first is payment 
for work or services. The second is need – poverty, 
hunger, homelessness. The third is gift, whether 
motivated by love or charity.  Transferring money on 
the basis of the toss of a coin, the scoring of a goal or 
golf putt are not valid reasons, however popular they 
may be.  I concede that winning a bottle of wine in 
a church raffle is seldom the first step on the road to 
gambling addiction, but teenage fun gambling often is. 
Gamble responsibly say the betting companies. I 
think the verb and the adverb contradict each other.

Greasley St Mary’s Church

CHRISTINGLE
 CHRISTINGLE SERVICE

Celebrating 50 Years Of Christingle. This year, 
The Children's Society celebrates 50 years of 

Christingle. ...

(A Christingle is a symbolic object used in the Advent, 
Christmas, and Epiphany services of many Christian 
denominations. Christingle, a word of German 
origin, means ‘Christ Child’ and is used to celebrate 
Jesus Christ as the “Light of the World”. Wikipedia. 
It also helps raises money for the Children’s Society.)

Today’s service was amazing, so uplifting, and 
how could it not be with hymns: How lovely on 
the mountains are the feet of him, and Lord Jesus, 
Light of the World with choruses that raised the 
roof. With a full church and everyone 
joining in it was spiritually uplifting.

We also had lots of children which 
was wonderful, I wish they would come 
every week, well more often anyway. 
They distributed the Christingles and 
answered Dave’s questions on the meaning of the 
Christingle symbol.

After the service we all tried to take our lighted 
candles out into the dark world, but sadly the north 
wind was not in our favour and extinguished the lights 
before we even exited the church. Yet we carried 
Jesus' light out into the world within ourselves. 
Editor...

Technoference
We’ve all seen them: mothers engrossed on 
their mobile phones and ignoring their children 
nearby.  But now research has found that children 
whose parents are addicted to their phones are 
significantly more likely to have behaviour problems. 
The problem is called ‘technoference’. It is 
when the everyday relationship between parent 

and child is constantly disrupted by a digital 
or mobile device, including during face-to-
face conversations, meal-times and play-times.
Technoference causes children to display a range 
of behavioural problems:  from sulking, whining, 
and emotional distress, to hyperactivity and 
tantrums.   Sadly, it often gets the child nowhere.  
One health expert in Manchester said: ‘Around 
Manchester you can see unbelievable attempts 
by children to communicate with the adult they 
are with, but who remains oblivious to them.’

With the uncertainty of Brexit and the economy 
in mind:

The four pillars of government... religion, justice, 
counsel and treasure. – Francis Bacon

Every country has the government it deserves. – 
French proverb

We must warn ourselves, over and over, that we 
cannot have something for nothing. – R Moley
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National Nest Box Week  
14th – 21st February

If you like birds, now is the time to help the next 
generation get started.  

And so this month will see thousands of us shakily 
climbing ladders against the sides of our houses, 
garages and trees, to install cosy nest boxes.  And 
soon our tenants will arrive:   blue tits, robins, 
nuthatches, pied wagtails, sparrows, to starlings, 
tawny owls and even great spotted woodpeckers.     

National Nest Box Week was started by the British 
Trust for Ornithology in order to encourage the 
conservation of our breeding birds.  Nest boxes are 
desperately needed, as natural nest sites for birds such 
as holes in trees or old buildings are disappearing fast, 
as gardens are ‘tidied’ and old houses are repaired.

It really is worth the trouble to put up a nest box.  If 
you hang one within sight of your kitchen window, 
you will have hours of fun in observing the young 
feathered families. 

You may find these links helpful:   

How to choose a nest box: 
 www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/buy-a-box
Where to put it:  
www.bto.org/about-birds/nnbw/putting-up-a-nest-box

Ever look at your keyboard and wonder who first created 
it? By Tim Lenton.

Qwerty Celebrates A 
Big Birthday

The inventor of the QWERTY keyboard – now 
almost universally adopted in English-speaking 
countries – was born 200 years ago, on 14th 
February 1819, in Pennsylvania. Christopher 
Latham Scholes was an Episcopalian who could 
trace his ancestry back to two of the original 
Mayflower pilgrims, John and Priscilla Alden.

Although he did not invent the typewriter from 
scratch, Scholes was instrumental in developing 
a successful working model. Vital to this was 
his changing the keyboard, which was originally 
in alphabetical order but had a tendency to jam. 
Scholes rearranged the levers so that frequently 
used keys would not interfere with each other.

Scholes started out as a printer and then, after 
moving to Wisconsin, became a newspaper publisher. 
He served two terms as a Senator for Wisconsin, 
one as a Democrat and one as a Republican.
His typewriter was not a commercial success until 
he joined forces with the Remington company, 
selling them half his rights for $12,000. In 1878 
he added a shift key so that the writer could 
switch easily between capitals and lower-case 
letters. He died in 1890, probably of tuberculosis. 

Remember the ‘fatwa’ on Salman Rushdie?  Tim Lenton 
looks back 30 years.

The Satanic Verses 
and the fatwa

It was 30 years ago, on 14th February 1989, that 
Iranian Ayatollah Khomeini issued a “fatwa” 
calling for the death of the writer Salman Rushdie, 
whose novel The Satanic Verses was accused of 
being blasphemous to Muslims because it seemed 
to cast doubt on the divine nature of the Koran.

Publication of the book had led to angry, sometimes 
violent demonstrations all over the world. The 
fatwa meant that Rushdie – an acclaimed author 
whose magic realist novel Midnight’s Children had 
won the Booker Prize in 1981 and the Best of the 
Booker in 1993 – had to go into a protective hiding.  

Rushdie himself was born to a Muslim family in India, 
but at the time of the fatwa was a British citizen living in  
the UK. 

After Khomeini’s death the Iranian government 
announced in 1998 that it would not carry out his fatwa. 
But threats against Rushdie’s life still persist. He now 
lives in the United States and is often seen in public. 

Rushdie, who has described himself as a lapsed 
Muslim and a hard-line atheist, said: “A lot 
of writers are oppressed. Whether their work 
continues to be interesting or not in the end 
has to do with the work, not the oppression.”

Church Illuminations
 23rd November 2018                                                              

In loving memory of my cousin-in-law John Elwy 
Williams, on his birthday from Katrine.

 
.

Thelma Hockenhull – 31st December 2018 “remembering 
with love a dear mother Thelma Hockenhull on her 

birthday” Katrine.
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 2018 Funerals:
Friday 30th November  

Shirley Ann Bateman

Robert Charles Frank Dunn

Saturday 8th December 

Alice Pownall

Tuesday 11th December 

Patricia Hemstock

 2019 Funerals:
Tuesday 8th January 

 Sarah Katherine Selby

Thursday 10th January 

Pauline Flint

Friday 11th January 

 David Philip Storey

Wednesday 16th January 

Carol Wadsley

Friday 18th January 

 George Lewis Keeble

Wednesday 23rd January 

 Keith Rainbow

Friday 25th January 

 Lottie Evelyn Pacey 

God and the Arts 

The National Gallery at Trafalgar Square in London houses one of 
the finest collections of European paintings in the world. It is home 
to 2,300 works spanning the centuries of artistic creation. During 
this year we shall be journeying through the gallery to explore 
one of those treasures each month. By the Rev Michael Burgess.

‘The Presentation in the 
Temple’ by Guercino

This month of February opens with the celebration of 
Candlemas. On the 2nd we recall that special moment of 
enlightenment when Mary and Joseph bring Jesus to the 
temple. They meet Simeon, who represents the waiting 
people of Israel – a nation looking for a better world now 
that the holy city was in the hands of Roman invaders. 

Simeon clung to the hope that God would come to 
bring freedom and a new life. When it came, there 
was no fanfare, no warning. St Luke in his Gospel 
tells us of an ordinary family from faraway Nazareth 
who go to Jerusalem to perform the religious duties 
for the firstborn son. But in their encounter with 
Simeon we see and hear something extraordinary.

The scene is captured in this beautiful painting 
of 1623 that hangs in the National Gallery: ‘The 
Presentation in the Temple’ by Guercino. The 
artist Giovanni Barbieri had the curious nickname 
Guercino which means ‘Squinty.’ Why squinty, we 
are not sure, for all is clear and lyrical in this work. 

At the base of the canvas we see the turtle doves with 
two ducks, but the heart of the scene focuses on Mary, 
Joseph and Simeon linked by the Christ-Child. Notice 
the gentle hands of Mary, the strong, supportive hands of 
Joseph, and the outstretched, waiting hands of Simeon. 
He may be an old man, but he is ready to welcome the 
babe, who is offered as a sign of hope and light for the 
future. A candle burns at the right side to emphasise 
the light shed by this meeting of infancy and old age. 

St Luke by tradition was an 
artist himself, depicting the 
stories of his gospel with the 
deft strokes of a painter. In 
this scene the words of the 
evangelist and the skill of a 
17th century Italian artist tell 
us that, at whatever age we 
are, we can also find light 
and hope as we offer our 

hands and our hearts to welcome the Christ-Child. 

Mothers’ Union - Greasley 
Branch 

Theme for 2019:  ‘Listen, Observe, Act – In 
Step with God’

Greasley Branch normally meet at 2pm 
in the Top Room of the Church Hall on 
the 3rd Monday afternoon of each month, 
except August. 

We look forward to the coming year. 
Barbara Coleman is our new Branch Leader and 
Pauline Jackson is our new Secretary. We were very 
pleased that on Sunday December 2nd 2018, our vicar 
commissioned both Barbara and Pauline. We were 
also able to present two new members to be enrolled. 
We welcomed Sheena Gardiner and Elizabeth (Liz) 
Roué and they were given their membership cards 
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and badges. It was appropriate to hold this ceremony 
on that date as it was Advent Sunday, the birthday 
of the Church, and the start of new beginnings.

Looking back to the end of the year:  
Alan & Hazel Dilnot came to speak to us in 
November. They gave us a most enlightening talk 
and showed slides taken when they visited the Mary 
Jones Visitor Centre. Hazel told us about Mary Jones 
aged only 15, who was a Welsh speaker, and was so 
determined to have a bible, she set off on a 26 mile 
walk alone through her homeland of North Wales. 
Her aim was to buy one of the few Welsh bibles that 
had been delivered to the town of Bala. It cost her 
17 shillings, which had taken her 6 years to save up.

Her patience and determination were rewarded when 
Mary was able to have her very own bible. Mary’s 
story was part of the inspiration for the foundation 
of the Bible Society. Mary’s walk began at her home 
village of Llanfihangel-y-Pennant, and went through 
breathtaking countryside and the Snowdonia Country 
Park for several miles, past Bala Lake and into Bala 
itself.

There is now a way-marked route in Wales for 
the whole of the walk and a Visitor Centre and 
museum has been built in Mary Jones’ name.  
We enjoyed our Christmas Meal at Brinsley 
Lodge in December, and I think that the 
majority of our members were there. It was 
good to share food and fellowship together. 

Looking forward to 2019:  
As I write this, John Timby is preparing to come 
in January and show us his video about the end 
of World War One ‘A Time to Remember’.

Our Speakers for Monday February 18th will be 
Rosemary and Barry Cooney, telling us about their trip      
to Japan. 

On March 19th we will have our Lent Service in 
Church.

Sue also has a small range of various lovely every day 
cards, very good quality and a reasonable price which 
she sells for Mothers’ Union. Please ask to see a 
catalogue.
Finally I would like to thank everyone who helped 
me during 2018, enabling our branch to continue.

Sue Pinkney on behalf of Barbara and Greasley 
Mothers’ Union.   

Christians in the Middle 
East face ‘imminent 

extinction’
Christians have been in the Middle East for nearly 
2000 years, but they now face the threat of 
‘imminent extinction’, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
has warned.

In a recent letter to The Sunday Telegraph, 
Archbishop Justin Welby told of a visit he had 
made about 15 years ago to the home of an 
elderly Palestinian Christian man in Galilee.  
‘Foolishly, I asked, “How long has your family 
been Christian?” The man gave me a look and 
replied, “Since about the time of St Paul”8.

Yet, now Christians in the region are facing ‘the 
worst situation since the Mongol invasions of the 
13th Century’, Archbishop Justin said.  It is vital 
that these Christians in the Middle East know 
‘they are not forgotten by the world, or treated 
as an irrelevant minority, a societal optional 
extra, or even a threat’.  Archbishop Justin called 
on the Government to take in more refugees. 

According to the Barnabas Fund, following 
a freedom of information request, the Home 
Office has not admitted a single Christian 
among the 1,112 Syrian refugees resettled in 
the UK in the first three months of last year.

The four Christians out of 1,358 Syrian refugees 
recommended by the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), for resettlement in 
the UK were rejected. Only Muslim refugees 
were granted permission to resettle.

Why You Should Not 
Keep Your Curtains 

Closed 
In dark rooms, 12 per cent of bacteria can 
reproduce; in rooms exposed to sunlight, only 6.8 
per cent can reproduce.  Remember that when 
you consider your household dust and the effect 
that simply opening your curtains can make.

Researchers at the University of Oregon point out 
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DEAR FRIENDS, 

DON'T FORGET THE 

ALPHA COURSE.

STARTING THURSDAY 

24th JANUARY 7.15pm IN 

THE CHURCH HALL....

Answers to your Quiz

that we spend most of our time indoors, ‘where 
exposure to dust particles that carry a variety of 
bacteria, including pathogens that can make us 
sick, is unavoidable.’ But we can do something - let 
the sun stream in.  The study found that it helps to 
kill the human skin-derived bacteria in our homes.  

As one doctor put it: ‘Our study supports a century-old 
folk wisdom that daylight has the potential to clean – 
or, as we now know, to kill microbes on dust particles.’

Signs & Symbols  
Why do we cross ourselves?
Do you ‘cross’ yourself?  Do you literally make 
the sign of the cross over or upon your body?  

People do this in different ways: some with certain 
fingers joined together, some touch their right shoulder 
before the left, some do small contained crosses 
on their head, lips and chest whilst others do an 
exaggerated sign extending as low as they can reach 
and almost wrapping their arms around themselves.

Keep your eyes open one time and look at your 
fellow congregation members as the priest extends 
his or her arm to bless them and you’ll see many 
different responses.  From keeping their heads 
bowed, crossing themselves at the same time, 
to standing quite informally and just watching.
For me it’s not really ‘how’ you do it but rather 
‘What’s it all about?’ If you ‘Google’ that 
question you’ll get lots of great theologically 
sound and sometimes deep suggestions.

Let me offer you my personal take on it that has 
grown to become daily the first thing, last thing 
and most important prayer of each of my days.
It’s an acknowledgement of God’s love for 
me individually and us collectively and how 
through this we are forgiven and set free to 
live life to the full – with courage and strength.

As I start at the highest point and descend it 
reminds me that Jesus, God’s own Son, came 
down to earth for love of me and all of us.

As I cover the width of my body I feel His love 
wrapped around me, surrounding me, encouraging 
me, strengthening me, enveloping me and all that 
will take place in my life and the world today. 
Not a magic protection layer but a recognition of 
His presence wherever and whatever takes place.
May you be blessed – In the name of the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FINAL SMILE LINES
New job
So your new job gives you lots of freedom?
Absolutely.  I get here any time I want before 8am, 
and leave just when I please after 5pm.
**
Wishful
First friend:  Your problem is that you are always 
wishing for what you haven’t got.
Second friend:  Well, what else can one wish for?
**
Sin
A young minister, serving his first church, noticed 
that one of his flock had been absent from services 
several Sundays in a row, so he decided to see her 
and ask the reason.  The old woman shook her 
head and looked at him pityingly. “Son,” she said, 
“you can’t help me.  You are not old enough to have 
sinned enough to have repented enough to be able 
to preach about it.”
**
Student
A college student wrote a letter home, and it said 
in its entirety: ‘Dear Dad and Mum, please 
write soon, even if it is only a few pounds.’
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ADVERT 
SIZES & RATES

⅛ page (8 x 6cm)  £50.00 per 6 issues

¼ page (12 x 9cm) £75.00 per 6 issues

½ page (19 x 12cm)  £100.00 per 6 issues
For more details e-mail: 

    stmarygreasley@outlook.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE
contact

email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

Verse of the Day
‘Mercy, peace and love be yours in 

abundance’ (Jude 2).
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 Party - Celebrations - Talk - or Lecture

Drama - Hobby - Rehearsal - Display
 Fundraising

Club or Group Activities
Free Parking

FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN

TWO SMALLER ROOMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
                                                                     
                     To Hire Telephone:  07763 865 716

NEED A VENUE?
IT’S HERE  AT GREASLEY CHURCH HALL


