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December 2019 & January 2020

EVERYONE 
IS WELCOME AT 

OUR 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

CELEBRATIONS.
please COME AND JOIN US 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

 OPEN DOOR 
CHRISTMAS ISSUE
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2019/2020
OPEN DOOR

For Contact Numbers 
Please Ring 01773 719941 

See Church Notices

CONTACTS
          
Reader 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator
Barbara Coleman                                

Churchwardens
Tania Cook       )    greasleychurchwardens@gmail.com
Derek Fletcher  )  
 
Treasurer                                      
Tania Cook            email :  greasleytreasurer@gmail.com 

Organist
David Dobb

Bell Ringers Tower Captain
Emmi Checkley

Vicar's Administrator
Esther Henshaw
                      Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

For all Church Hall Bookings, Weddings, Baptisms 
and all other general enquiries please phone:-
01773 719941 between 10am and 3pm on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays.
Out of Hours: 07763 865716

PCC Secretary
Stephen Henshaw 
          Email: secretarygreasleyPCC@outlook.com

Christian Aid/Traidcraft
Janet Hedderly

Mothers' Union
Barbara Coleman 

Social Committee
Wendy Taylor

WEEKLY SERVICES
1st Sunday each month
8.30       Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.15 Holy Communion

2nd Sunday each month
8.30 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.15 Holy Communion

3rd Sunday each month 
8.30       Morning Prayer (BCP)
10.15 Holy Communion

4th Sunday each month
8.30 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.15 Holy Communion

5th Sunday each month
8.30 Holy Communion (BCP)
10.15 Holy Communion

Every Wednesday
10am     Informal Holy Communion

Church Website
www.greasleychurch.wordpress.com

OPEN DOOR
The deadline for submitting material for the February and 
March 2020 Issue will be Wednesday 15th January 2020.
Copy for the next issue should be forwarded to the 
Church Office or at opendoor.greasley@ntlworld.com

Comments and articles in Open Door do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the editor, clergy or PCC of
St. Mary’s Church, Greasley.
The Editor of the Greasley Church Open Door Magazine
(at his/her discretion) has the authority to select and decide
upon the suitability of contents and inclusion of articles. PCC

Church Administrator
Address: Church Office
Greasley Church Hall
Church Road
Greasley, Nottingham
NG16 2AB
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A Christmas Message

St Mary’s Church, 
Greasley is currently in an 

interregnum
We aim to continue with the Services as 

follows:
8.30am Sunday Service
10.15am Sunday Service
10am Wednesday Service

whilst we can get ministers to take the 
Services. 

Thank you

Dear Friends
Rain, rain and more rain!  I wonder why it is that 
when it is pelting down with rain the dog decides 
it is fun to walk slowly round Swan Pond with his 
nose to the ground in case he misses a new scent. 
Though, I would have thought that they would 
have been washed away in the rain.

The season of Christmas appears to start in August 
with the shops selling Christmas goods and the 
gift catalogues arriving through the letterbox.

 It is good to have the family parties, the presents, 
the food, yet we need to remember the baby at the 
centre of the celebrations.

One of the modern Christmas carols begins, ‘Come 
and join the celebrations, it is a very special day.’  
When we celebrate Christmas, we are performing 
the traditional forms of prayer, and we are getting 
into the party mood.

There are some people who want a time of 
quiet reflection on the beautiful mystery of God 
coming down to earth to save us. Others wish for 
a blissfully happy time together, expressing our 
happiness at the story of the baby born in a stable, 
and making ‘whoopee’ at one of the happiest 
times of the year. But we also need to remember 
that Christmas can be a sad and lonely time for 
other people for whatever reason.

God’s family is gathered around his table for a 
Christmas party.  For many people, churchgoers 
and non-churchgoers it is traditional to go to 
church either for Midnight Mass or on Christmas 
Morning.

On January 6th we celebrate Epiphany, which 
means revealing to the whole world who Jesus 
is.. On this day we celebrate the coming of the 
wise men from the East, who were of a different 
race and religion from the Holy Family, but even 
so found their hopes and dreams fulfilled in the 
Christ-child, and laid their gifts at his feet.

I love writing Christmas cards and letters. So many 
of my friends live in other parts of the country and 
this may be the only form of contact during the 
year. We may not see each other face to face but 
we know that we are in each other’s thoughts.

Do come and visit us at St Mary's for the Carol 
Service and all our Christmas Services.

May I wish you all a joyful 
Christmas and A Happy New 

Year.
Barbara
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Greasley Church & Church Hall

 Calendar
         December 2019 & January 2020

Like to get married at Greasley?

If you are interested in getting married or being 
baptised at St Mary’s Church please contact 

Esther Henshaw – Weddings & Baptism 
Administrator Tel: 07763 865716 

Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com
Esther Henshaw

Weddings & Baptism Administrator - St Mary's Church, 
Greasley

Church Hall Public Activities

Monday
Baby and Toddler Group. 9.30am-11.30am

Zumba. 6.15pm-7pm

Latin & Ballroom Classes 7.30-8.30pm
Tuesday

Yoga. 6.15 pm-7.15pm

Clubbersize. 7.30pm-8.30pm
Wednesday

Zumba Gold 11am-12noon

Woodturners. 7.00pm-9.30pm (2nd & 4th Wed. ea 
month)

Thursday
Yoga Thursdays 9.30am-11am

Zumba 6.15pm-7.15pm
Friday

 Aikido Fridays 7.30pm-9.30pm
Saturday

Freestyle Dance Classes for Children 
9am- 2pm.

Dates for your Diary

CHURCH 
ILLUMINATION

If you would like the church illuminating in memory 
of a loved one, or birthday or wedding anniversary – in 
fact any kind of celebration please:

TEL: 01773 719941
Email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Changes in Data Protection Laws 
(GDPR), no longer allow us to show personal 
telephone numbers. Should you wish to contact 
any of the above persons, please contact Esther 
Henshaw on 01773 719941 between Tuesday: 9.30-
11.0am, Wednesdays and Fridays: 9.30-3.30pm

Out of Hours No 07763 865716
PLEASE NOTE OFFICE TIME CHANGES

church notices

INTERREGNUM
During the Interregnum all Sunday Services 
will be at10.15am unless otherwise stated, 

keep eyes and ears on notices

St Mary's Church Greasley

Christmas Services
Sunday 8th December: Memorial & Thanksgiving 

Service 12.30

Sunday December 15th: Carols by Candlelight 
7pm

Tuesday Christmas Eve: Crib Service for Children 
& Families 5pm

Tuesday Christmas Eve: Holy Communion 
11.30pm

Wednesday Christmas Day: Holy Communion 
10 am 

Sunday 12th January 2020: Christingle for 
Children & Families 10.15

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT OUR 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE CELEBRATIONS 

please COME AND JOIN US 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS 
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Open Heaven
A visit to Southall Minster October 2019

In many religious traditions, heaven is way beyond our reach: it’s only accessible by obeying 
laws and doing good works. But in the Bible, heaven comes to earth. The first ‘Open Heaven’ was 

established in an ‘in-between place’ 
for Jacob, a key person in the 
Old Testament. He had a dream:

A stairway was set on the ground 
and it reached all the way to the sky; 
angels of God were going up and 
down on it …Jacob woke up from his 
sleep. He said, “God is in this place 
- truly. And I didn’t even know it!”. 
He was terrified. He whispered in 
awe, “Incredible. Wonderful. Holy. 
This is God’s House. This is the 
Gate of Heaven”. (Genesis 28:11-17)

God brought hope to Jacob - he 
brings hope to all men and women 
- a gateway to an Open Heaven, 
connecting the seen and unseen 
worlds. And then God comes to 
earth himself - as Jesus – who 
puts in place a permanent ladder 
between heaven and earth, making 
possible conversations with God 
all the time and all over the earth.

In this Installation, Open Heaven, 
by Jacqui Parkinson, the ladder 
stands both for the cross and for the 
path to heaven.  Jesus is the Way 
from death to life – the Way from 
earth to heaven – the Way from now 
time to eternal time. Jesus on the 
cross, making all things good for us.

The few red and gold threads are a 
reminder that loving is costly and 
holy: that the greatest gift of Jesus is 
his death for us. Jesus holds his hand 
out to us and we read the challenging 
words, ‘my love is for you’. And 
Jesus waits for our response.
By kind permission of Jacqui 
Parkinson.

(The Red & Gold threads go from the hands of Jesus to the floor. Not very clear from the photograph. You really 
should go and see it for yourselves Editor)
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The year is 

'2192' 
The British Prime Minister visits Brussels to 
ask for an extension of the Brexit deadline. 

No one remembers where this tradition 
originated, but every year it attracts many 

tourists from all over the world.

The Origins of Christmas 

Traditions

CAROLLING

The word ‘carol’ comes from the Greek 
choraulein, a dance accompanied by flute 
music, and the French carollier, meaning 
‘to dance round in a circle’.  Carols 
are said to have been introduced into 
church services in the twelfth century by 
St Francis of Assisi.  At first they were 
sung at times of general celebration, but 

later they become associated specifically 
with the Nativity and were sung at Christmas.

The practice of carolling can be linked to ancient 
Rome and the mummers, who were troupes of singers 
and dancers who went from house to house during 
the winter festival of Saturnalia.  In the Middle 
Ages, wassailing, which comes from the old English 
term ‘waes hael’ meaning ‘be well’; was practised 
by peasants who visited their feudal lords at the 
beginning of each year to sing and bless their homes 
in exchange for wassall, a hot, spiced punch, and 
other favours.  Although carolling today conjures up 
a cosy image of wholesome children singing about 
the birth of Christ, some of the early songs have 
rather threatening overtones.  Wassaillers were often 
groups of rowdy young men who saw it as their right 
to gain favours from the wealthy at this time of year 
and woe betide anyone who refused them entry.  

We have come to claim our right
And if you don’t open up your door

We’ll lay you flat upon the floor! 

The Christmas 
Tree

The Christmas tree traditions most likely 
have its origins in pagan times, when 
evergreens were symbolic of new 
life and hope for the coming year.

T h e fir tree, however, also had a place in early 
Christianity.  St Boniface was born in England in 675 
and dedicated his life to converting the pagans.  In 719 
he was sent to Germany by Pope Gregory II to continue 
his missionary work.  It is said that at Geismar he came 
across a group of pagans worshipping an oak tree, which 
was associated with the god Thor and he cut it down in 

a fit of anger.  In its place sprung a fir tree and Boniface 
declared that this was to be the new Christian symbol.

But it was not until much later that the Christmas 
tree as we know it came to be.  A plaque in the 
town square in Riga, Latvia declares that the first 
‘New Year’s tree’ was to be found there in 1510.  
At around the same time, it is said that the German 
theologian Martin Luther was walking in an evergreen 
forest at night and was so struck by the beauty 
of the stars shining through the branches that he 
brought a tree home and decorated it with candles.  

Many people believe that it was Queen Victoria’s 
consort Prince Albert who introduced the Christmas 
tree tradition, already widespread in his native 
Germany, to Britain, but records dating from 1800 
show that the Queen’s grandmother, Charlotte, also 
a German, brought the custom to King George 111’s 
court.  It was certainly during Victoria’s reign, however. 
that the Christmas tree became popular outside of the 
royal family in Britain, with Albert donating Christmas 
trees to barracks and schools, and illustrations of the 
royal family with their tree appearing in magazines. 
Church Scribe  

Samaritan’s Purse 
Shoe Boxes

Thank you to everybody who 
packed Shoeboxes for delivery in 
November and December 2019. 

At present I have 19 boxes of joy and I am 
expecting to be given a few more before I take 
them to the Drop Off point after 11th November.
I would like to share with you some 
information which is not shown on the leaflets. 

Thousands of UK shoeboxes are transported by 
lorry to Eastern Europe or by ship to parts of Africa 
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and Central Asia. The costs include the customs 
clearance. In 2018, donations enabled 36 lorries and 
19 containers to successfully export over 511,200 
boxes from the UK to 11 different countries.

Long before the shoeboxes arrive, local volunteer 
teams train Church and Community Leaders who want 
to share God’s love with children who are in great need 
or have never received a gift before. Over 100 teams of 
volunteers equip more than 4,500 Churches and Groups 
using Ministry Partner Guides. These 36 page resources 
help partners lead safe, well organised distributions 
and also outline the story of Jesus in colourful pictures. 
Wherever they decide it is appropriate, partners use 
these to tell the children about Jesus in a loving way 
that respects local culture. Where possible, children 
are also offered ‘The Greatest Gift’ – an exciting 
Bible story booklet – written in their own language.

The £5 donations which we are asked to send with each 
box cover collection costs, processing costs, shipping 
to 11 countries, project materials and training local 
churches. The donations might seem an extra expense 
after we have bought thoughtfully chosen toys and 
gifts, but when we know what each donation covers, I 
think that it is money well spent just to bring joy and 
happiness to those children whom we shall never meet.

You can find more information on the Samaritan’s 
Purse website.
Sue Pinkney (On behalf of Greasley Mothers’ Union)

AGE CONCERN
EASTWOOD

Are Looking for 
Volunteers.  Could you 

help out one day a week?

Our "raison d'etre" is, on a basic level, to provide a 
nourishing freshly cooked meal for senior citizens in 
our area. However, it extends beyond that, and as we are
open Mondays to Thursdays from 10.00am 
until 2.00pm, it becomes a looked-forward 
to day out for many of our clients, giving 
them the opportunity to socialise with others.

This is especially valuable for some, particularly 
if they are housebound for most of the time, giving 
them a much needed break from loneliness and 
isolation. We also arrange days out and entertainment 
which helps to keep members mentally stimulated 
giving them something to look forward to.

We try to have at least one day per week when we put 
on some form of entertainment or mental stimulation 
for our clients. Singing is so special and we find our 
members like to sing and dance along to our vocalists.

We also run regular bingo sessions, and as unoriginal
 as these may be, our clients enjoy them.

We’ve opened on Christmas Day for the last five 
years and served a Christmas festive meal along with 
wrapped presents for attendees.

We sometimes open for Sunday lunch when a Trustee 
and her husband cook a roast.  Friday Pie day has also 
proved popular.

We employ only three staff and have over 20 volunteers 
providing this wonderful service. 

 Would you like to join our team?
If you feel you could help on a regular basis as in one 
day a week or indeed could provide holiday cover at 
times please ring Josie Marsters 07445941628 and 
you will be invited to visit the Centre and see what we 
are all about.

If you know of anyone that would benefit from our 
services please ring the Centre from 9am and speak to 
Jo our co-ordinator on 01773 714596. Check out our 
website for more details:

https://www.ageconcerneastwood.org.uk/

 Mothers' Union                                                                                          
Greasley Branch

Theme ‘Listen, Observe, Act                                                                                                              
In step with God'

The branch did not meet in August.
September  16th was the Wave of Prayer service where 
all around the world Mothers' Union branches pray 
for each other.

On Monday October 21st at 2pm Derek Gardiner 
(from our congregation) gave a talk on ‘Cakes and 
confectionary’.

Monday November 18th Pat Higham (from our 
congregation) gave a talk on ‘Social Care.’
The year will close with the Branch's Christmas 
Lunch on December the 9th.

If you would like to know more about the Mothers' 
Union and its work do come along and see us. Third 
Monday in the month at 2pm  in the top room of the 
Church Hall. We are a friendly group.
Barbara Coleman   - Branch Leader
Pauline Jackson - Secretary
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don't forget,
EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT OUR 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE CELEBRATIONS 
please COME AND JOIN US 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

Six little stories with lots of 
meaning:

1. Once, all the villagers decide to pray for rain. 
On the day of prayer, all the people gathered, 
but only one boy came with an umbrella. That 
is Faith.

2. When you throw babies in the air, they laugh 
because they know you will catch them. That 
is Trust.

3. Every night we go to bed without any assur-
ance of being alive the next morning, but we 
still set the alarms to wake up. That is Hope.

4. We plan big things for tomorrow in spite 
of zero knowledge of the future. That is 
Confidence.

5. We see the world suffering, but still, we get 
married and have children. That is Love.

6. On an old man’s shirt was written a sentence, 
‘I am not 80 years old; I am sweet 16 with 64 
years of experience' That is Attitude.

Have a happy day and live your life like these six 
stories. Remember – good friends are the rare jewels 

of life, difficult to find and impossible to replace. 

This really made me smile, I hope you do to.
Editor

Prayers & Poems
                 A Christmas Prayer 

Lord, as I enter into the fast-paced season ahead, help 
me walk slowly and quietly.  Let me stop and listen 
to the angels sing of the greatest news ever told.  Let 
my heart, mind and soul join the chorus. “Glory in the 
Highest!! The Messiah has been born!”

Among all the bright sparkling lights and cheery 
holiday tunes, let my spirit travel once again toward 
Bethlehem to honour and worship Jesus, my King,  
The Prince of Peace, the Lord of Hosts, Mighty 

Counsellor, Son of God, the Lamb. All Your love, 
mercy and power somehow made flesh in the tiny form 
of a humble baby born in a manger. Let me worship 
the only one who is worthy to take our sin away and 
open the gates of all eternity!

by Daphne Kitching

Christmas Message  
Away in a manger the baby lay,

No blankets or pillows – just some hay.
Shepherds watching their flocks by night

Angels appear midst blinding light.

Wise men travelling from afar
Following a guiding star,

Herod filled with rage within
Planning to kill this new born king.

What can this mean for us today?
Just a story some would say,

Perhaps we need to think it through,
A Saviour born – for me, for you?

By Megan Carter

Nigel Beeton writes:  ‘I’m often struck by the fact that 
the events of that first Christmas would have passed 

almost unnoticed by the man in the street. The angels 
appeared in the night to shepherds out in the hills; Jesus 
was born up a back alley behind a pub that most people 
probably didn’t even know was there. Was the star even 

distinguishable from the planets that people were used to 
seeing? Who actually knew what was happening?

Who Knew?
Who saw the man and pregnant girl
Pressing through the crowded street
Struggling through the human swirl

On tired legs and aching feet?
Who knew?

Who heard her cries, in labour’s pain
Deep within a battered shed?

Who cared for their impoverished shame
Who thought about her grassy bed?

Who knew?

Who, listening to an infant’s cries
Hearing a birth, they thought it strange?

Expressed an int’rest, or surprise?
Who recognised that awesome change?

Who knew?

Who saw the shepherds rush along
Through sleeping streets at dead of night?

Who heard the angels’ glorious song?
Or saw the star that shone so bright?

Who knew?
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Who, fighting through the Christmas throngs
Or, settling down to watch TV

Eats Christmas food, sings Christmas songs
Who can the coming Saviour see?

Who knows?
By Nigel Beeton

 Nigel Beeton writes:  An old joke about Christmas 
presents is that men always get given socks by 

unimaginative present givers. Well, I must say I always 
seem to get exactly the right number of socks, it always 

seems to roughly equal the ones that wear out each year. 
And some socks are really fun! But, if we had more feet, 

we could enjoy more socks!

The Christmas Caterpillar
Sometimes, upon a Christmas day

I wonder if there’s any way
That Christmas might be quite a treat
For those who have a few more feet!

I really love my Christmas socks
That fill, each year, my Christmas box

O Santa, festive stocking filler,
I wish I were a caterpillar!

By Nigel Beeton

Bethlehemian Rhapsody 
And finally, if you enjoyed the song Bohemian 

Rhapsody, and would like the ‘Christmas version’, 
complete with singing puppets, do visit this on You 
Tube.  It is from last year, but still well worth the 

visit!   https://youtu.be/IxvMkSKRWOA  
It is worth seeing Editor. 

Chris And Jane's Coffee 
Morning

On Saturday 9th November Jane and Chris Johnston 
hosted a coffee morning, for the third year, with 
proceeds split equally between the Christian Aid 
Christmas Appeal (helping mothers to use their God-
given gifts to escape poverty) and Cancer Research 
UK. 

We were delighted with the number of people 
who attended and, obviously, enjoyed each other’s 
company as much as the coffee, tea and wide variety 
of homemade cakes that were available. There was 

also a selection of hand crafted goods for sale.
We are delighted to announce that the current total is 
£251, other donations will raise this total. Thus each 
charity will receive in excess of £125.

Our thanks to everyone who attended, contributed so 
generously to the event but, most importantly, created 
such a warm and companionable morning.
Jane & Chris Johnston

Christmas Gift 
Suggestions:

To your enemy, forgiveness
To an opponent, tolerance
To a friend, your heart
To a customer, service
To all, charity
To every child, a good example
To yourself, respect.

LOST

Just as I began my Christmas Eve service, the 
electricity in the church failed. The wardens and 
I found some candles and placed them around the 
sanctuary. Then I re-entered the pulpit, shuffled my 
notes, and muttered, “Now, where was I?”

A hopeful voice called out, “Right near the end!”
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EASTWOOD
MEMORY

. CAFE .
Meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month

12.30 - 3.00pm
Plumptre Hall behind St Mary’s Church, Church Street,

Eastwood, Nottingham NG16 3BS
Cost £1 per person

No charge for care/nursing home staff
A carer or supporter must attend with the person 

affected by dementia.
We are unable to provide respite care.

Residents of Care and Nursing Homes (accompanied by 
a relative, carer or member of staff ) are very welcome to 

attend. More information can be found on 
our website at

www.eastwoodmemorycafe.btck.co.uk

Contact us by phone on 07847 716 759, email us at 
eastwoodmemorycafe@btinternet.com or call in and 

see us on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Plumptre Hall 
from 12.30-3pm

This project has been funded by NHS Nottingham West Clinical 
Commissioning Group in partnership with Broxtowe Borough 

Council as part of the Broxtowe Health Partnership.
A 'not for profit' organisation helping those affected by dementia and 

their carers to live well.

  The ChurCh hall is now used on Twelve differenT 

oCCasions eaCh week.

iT is proving To be a very popular venue.

There are sTill a few spaCes available for your 

speCial inTeresT To Take advanTage of suCh a 

resonably priCed venue.

why don'T you Call 077630 865 716 now?

Free Parking
FULLY EQUIPPED KITCHEN

TWO SMALLER ROOMS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
                                                                     
                     To Hire Telephone:  07763 865 716

NEED A Christmas VENUE?
IT’S HERE  AT GREASLEY CHURCH HALL
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St James the Least of All  
On the best ways for a vicar to disrupt Christmas

The Rectory
St James the Least of All

My dear Nephew Darren
 
I am sorry I was not alive during that wonderful four-year period when Oliver Cromwell abolished Christmas.  
Just think!  No Christmas parties, no carol services, no cards to send and no frantic last-minute shopping. That 
man was a hero.

Planning for Christmas at St James’ normally starts on 2nd January. By Easter, the flowers for church have been 
colour coordinated, the seating plans and table decorations for the Christmas party have been allocated (with 
nominated reserves in case someone should inconveniently die in the intervening eight months). Long before 
Summer is over, the tree lights have been tested, music for the 9 Lessons and Carols Service has been chosen and 
the service sheets printed. Way before the dark nights set in, car parking attendants will have been found, those 
who are to light all the candles will have been rehearsed to perfection and the brass lectern has had its annual 
polish.

We do not do spontaneity at St James the Least of All. If ever there was a service when time for something unexpected 
was allowed, its place would be announced in the order of service, how long it would happen unexpectedly would 
have been decided by a committee and who was to be spontaneous would have been allocated on a rota.

The one person none of these well-meaning, efficient, committed organisers can control is the Rector. You could 
call it a staff perk.

Carols will (accidentally, of course) be announced in the wrong order; if verse 3 was to be omitted, I announce 
it will be verse 4. This keeps the organist on his toes while the choir hovers on the point of a collective nervous 
breakdown. At the Christmas supper, my introductory welcome speech and extensive grace make those in the 
kitchen wonder if the vegetables being boiled should better be served as thick soup. 

I offer the helpful suggestion that the tree, having been installed and decorated in the chancel, may perhaps look 
better in the sanctuary and I turn all the heating off throughout the season, explaining that it will help the flowers 
to last.  All Services will start five minutes early (was my watch rather fast?) so I can look disapprovingly at those 
still coming in while we are singing the first carol and making it clear that I think they had spent too long in the 
pub next door.

And so we all reach Christmas morning, with 12 months of planning having gone yet again slightly awry, with 
parishioners exhausted and I exhilarated at the chaos that has been created with such ease. Mr Cromwell, your 
spirit lives on.

Your loving uncle,
Eustace

   Biscuit
 
As we were putting out biscuits for Father Christmas on Christmas Eve, one fell on the floor.  When 
I picked it up and placed it back on the plate, my four-year-old was horrified. “You can’t do that!”
“Don’t worry,” I assured him. “Father Christmas will never know.”

He shot me a suspicious look. “So, he knows if I’ve been bad or good, but he doesn’t know the 
biscuit fell on the floor?”
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Funerals

Friday 27th September – Kim Theresa Noon
Tuesday 15th October – Una Tatler

Wednesday 16th October – Geoffrey Oates
Friday 25th October – Mrs. Maureen Ishbel 

Ruthe Cowlishaw & Mr. Peter Gordon 
Cowlishaw

Wed 6th November – William Nygel Richard 
Stevens

Church Illuminations
2nd October 

 DENNIS PICKWORTH “In Celebration of my 
Dad’s 90th Birthday from Dennis Pickworth”

2nd November 
“Ever loving Memories of RONALD CLARKE, 
dearest Husband, Father and Grandfather on his 

Birthday. From Glenis and family”

16th November 
PAULA MARIE “Your Smile lit our Lives” 

from Peter Williams

15th December 
“In Memory of my dear Husband DENIS 

JOHNSON on Our Wedding Anniversary 15th 
December. I think of the day I met you, the 

day God made you mine, I’ll think of the day I 
lost you, until the end of time.” From Margaret 

Johnson

24th December
 ROSE MARIE “You were my Life” from Peter 

Williams

28th December 
“In Memory of my dear Mother NORA 
PHYLLIS WALSTER” from Rosemary 

Wheeldon

5th Jan 2020
 ROSE MARIE “The Pain Remains” from Peter 

Williams

25th February 2020 
 PAULA MARIE “The Void is Deep” from Peter 

Williams

With Christmas and other 
people in mind…

How do you gift wrap love?  The nearest you will ever 
get to that is what Mary did when the child was born – 
she ‘wrapped him in swaddling clothes'.  Ian Gregory

True friendships are lasting because true love is 
eternal.  A friendship in which heart speaks to heart is 
a gift from God, and no gift that comes from God is 
temporary or occasional.  Henri Nouwen

Let us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving 
heart, a wide-open heart that thinks of others first.  The 
birth of the baby Jesus stands as the most significant 
event in all history, because it has meant the pouring 
into a sick world of the healing medicine of love which 
has transformed all manner of hearts for almost 2000 
years….Underneath all the bulging bundles is this 
beating Christmas heart.  Helen Keller

A cheerful giver does not count the cost of what he 
gives.  His heart is set on pleasing and cheering him to 
whom the gift is given.  Julian of Norwich

We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by 
what we give.  Duane Hulse

Gossip is letting the chat out of the bag.

You can make more friends in two months by becoming 
interested in other people than you can in two years 
by trying to get other people interested in you.  Dale 
Carnegie

If you pray for another, you will be helped yourself.  
Yiddish proverb

Think not on what you lack as much as on what you 
have.  Greek proverb

It is lamentable in one of the richest countries of the 
world that 1.6 million people have needed food parcels 
over the past year to make ends meet.  The Bishop of St 
Albans, Dr Alan Smith.

The human species, according to the best theory I can 
form of it, is composed of two distinct races, the men 
who borrow, and the men who lend.   Charles Lamb

Strange to see how a good dinner and feasting 
reconciles everybody.  Samuel Pepys

Of all the awkward people in your house or job there 
is one whom you can improve very much.  C S Lewis

In the words of C S Lewis, when the children in Narnia 
ask if Aslan (the Christ-like figure) is safe, the reply 
comes: ‘Safe, no way, but he’s good.’  I’m not sure if I 
have the exact words, but for me it sums up the journey 
of faith… For me, it has been a lifetime’s journey that 
is still continuing of unravelling religion from faith.  
The heart of Christ’s message was about freedom and 
fun and light and love and forgiveness and risk-taking 
– always messy.  Bear Grylls, interviewed after the 
publication of ‘Soul Fuel’, a daily devotional of 365 
reflections for the year.
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What’s in a 
(Christmas) Name?

What do your family call him, that cheerful old 
man in a red robe and floppy hat who pops up 
everywhere at Christmas? Sometimes he’s Father 
Christmas, sometimes Santa Claus, and in parts of 
Europe he’s Saint Nicholas. That’s his real name, 
abbreviated to ‘Santa Claus’ by Brits and Americans 
who don’t like to follow the Europeans, and then 
turned into a more homely, cuddly kind of name 
for the children. Whatever he’s called, his function 
is the same – delivering presents to children at 
Christmas.

The first St Nicholas was bishop of Myra, in the 
country we now call Turkey, in the fourth century. 
He was known as the friend of the poor, and 
especially poor or abused children. At (or just 
before) Christmas he went around handing out 
presents to them, as well as rescuing some from 
dreadful circumstances. The red robe our modern 
Santa Claus wears may be a vague representation 
of a bishop’s garment, and the floppy hat is his 
mitre! 

The original good bishop from 1600 years ago is 
remembered by the Church on 6th December, and 
the lucky children in Belgium and the Netherlands 
get their presents then.

Christmas  
The Most Beautiful 

Story Ever Told
Canon David Winter considers the Christmas story…

On the BBC’s ‘Today’ programme last Christmas 
a distinguished atheist revealed that his Christmas 
routine included attending Midnight Mass. Asked 
why, he replied that it was the most beautiful story 
ever told and he didn’t want it to be forgotten.

Up and down the country this month, thousands and 
thousands of parents will be attending school and 
church nativity plays.  They’re good fun, the children 
like them, and they remind us of the most lovely and 
memorable story of all time.

First, there was the actual birth. Excluded from the 
shelter of the ‘inn’, Mary and Joseph found themselves 

in a stable. Soon after, Mary gave birth to a boy, 
wrapped Him in His birth-robe, and laid Him in the 
only secure place she could find – the feeding trough.

Next came the shepherds, bursting in from the fields, 
eager to see the baby that the angels had told them to 
look for, ‘lying in a manger’.  They worshipped him, 
in wonder of all that had happened that night.

Finally, at some point came the so called ‘Wise Men’.  
The gospel calls them ‘Magi’, and says they were 
from the East.  The word ‘magi’ comes from the Greek 
‘magos’ (magic) and further back, from the old Persian 
word ‘Magupati’. The Magi could have been priests 
from an ancient Persian religion that watched the night 
sky.  Today they would be called astrologers.  

Whoever they were, their influence at that point in 
history was immense. All over the ancient world their 
predictions were regarded with awe, but they knelt 
before Jesus and offered Him gifts.  They were the first 
Gentiles to recognise a divine and kingly power and 
purpose in the baby in Bethlehem.

150 years later the great bishop Clement of Rome 
described this as the moment when the old order of 
fear and fate gave way before this new era of love and 
grace.

25 December  

Why The World Was 
Ready For Christmas

Ever wonder why Jesus was born when He was?  The 
Bible tells us that “when the time had fully come, God 
sent forth His Son…” The Jewish people had been 
waiting for their Messiah for centuries.  Why did God 
send Him precisely when He did?  

Many biblical scholars believe that the ‘time had fully 
come’ for Jesus because of the politics of the time.  The 
Roman Empire’s sheer size and dominance had achieved 
something unique in world history:  the opportunity for 
travel from Bethlehem to Berwick on Tweed without 
ever crossing into ‘enemy territory’ or needing a 
‘passport’.   For the first time ever, it was possible for 
‘common’ people to travel wide and far, and quickly 
spread news and ideas.  And all you needed were two 
languages - Greek to the east of Rome, and Latin to the 
west and north.   You could set sail from Joppa (Tel Aviv) 
and head for any port on the Med.  And the Roman roads 
ran straight and true throughout the empire.  
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 So the Roman Empire achieved something it never 
intended:  it helped spread news of Christianity far and 
wide for 400 years.  After that, the Empire crumbled, 
and the borders shut down.  Not until the 19th century 
would people again roam so freely.   The time for Jesus 
to be born, and for news of Him to be able to travel, had 
indeed ‘fully come’

Remembrance Sunday

Eastwood and District Royal British Legion 
serves three areas, Eastwood, Brinsley and 
Greasley, which is difficult at times like this when we 
would like to support all areas. In 2018 we were at 
Greasley for the 100 Year celebrations and in 2019 
we attended Brinsley St, James the Great for their 
Remebrance service.

The church was fully attended, along with the local 
Scouts and Guides, members of the council and of 
course the British Legion with the Legion Standard. A 
warming and dedicated service which was appreciated 
at Brinsley.

On behalf of the Royal British Legion I wish to thank 
the church wardens for their hospitaliy.
RBL Chairman

Traidcraft Day 2019
Traidcraft Day this year did not disappoint. Due to 
the support of our customers, the hard work and 
commitment of the committee, the talents of our 
cakemakers and the use of the delightful WI Hall in 
Watnall it was a friendly happy morning.

Over the weekend we sold £1256.36 worth of 
Traidcraft goods and raised £306.40 directly for 
Christian Aid with the Raffle, Refreshments and Cake 
Sales. Since then a steady flow of Christmas orders 
has kept us busy. We cannot thank you enough for 
your support which made it such a worthwhile event 
helping the producers and artisans of Traidcraft and 
some of the poorest people in the world through 
Christian Aid.

Janet Hedderly 
Greasley Christian Aid Group

25 December   

Christmas 
Throughout The 
Christian World

For nearly four weeks leading up to Christmas 
Christians recognise a period called Advent.  It 
means ‘coming’.  It is a time of spiritual preparation.  
‘Coming’ refers to Jesus’ first coming as a baby, but it 
also looks forward to a day when Jesus is expected to 
return in triumph at his ‘second coming’ to establish 
perfect justice and a new order of peace.

Originally Christians marked Advent as a time when 
they refrained from excessive eating and drinking.  
Then Christmas Day reintroduced them to the joys 
of feasting.  Christmas celebrations lasted for twelve 
days, with gifts exchanged as a climax at Epiphany (6 
January).  Today, however, Advent is more likely to 
be associated with accelerating festivity, with the days 
following Christmas something of an anti-climax until 
‘twelfth night’, on which decorations are removed.  
Many Christians worldwide are trying to revive the 
spirit of Advent by setting aside time to pray and 
address global poverty.

Christmas Day is celebrated as the anniversary of Jesus’ 
birth, although the actual date is not known.  Most 
Christians celebrate it on 25th December.  However, 
the Orthodox Church (the ancient churches in Eastern 
Europe and parts of Asia) follows a different calendar 
and celebrates on 7th January.  Christians make a point 
of taking communion on Christmas Day.  Many make 
it the first thing they do as the clock strikes midnight.

On 6th January the Christmas festival continues 
with a celebration of Epiphany, which means ‘the 
appearance’.  Christians remember the visit of wise 
men (magi) to Jesus, bringing gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  The Christmas tradition of 
exchanging gifts originally honoured these men, who 
were the first non-Jews (Gentiles) to worship Jesus.  
It forms a reminder that in Jesus God was giving 
Himself for the benefit of the entire world.

Orthodox Christians use this day to recall the baptism 
of Jesus as a grown man.  The significance of Jesus 
being baptised was that He identified Himself with 
human beings in all their need.  They mark the day by 
praying for God’s blessing on rivers, wells and water 
sources.
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Christmas has never been just an escapist festival for 
Christians.  Those who treat it seriously recognise that 
not all the world is able to face the days with frivolity 
or joy.  The day after Christmas, Boxing Day, was 
historically marked as the feast of St Stephen.  He was 
the first man to be put to death rather than give up his 
belief that Jesus was God.  And two days later a day 
remembering the Massacre of the Innocents recalls 
Herod’s attempt to destroy Jesus by killing all male 
babies in Bethlehem.  Although not so widely marked 
as Christmas Day, it gives Christians the opportunity 
to pray for children in today’s world who suffer as a 
result of the actions of adults.

Was Jesus 
really born 

on 25th 
December?

Almost certainly not.  But the story of how that 
date came to be chosen as His ‘birthday’ is one 
that stretches back long before His birth.

It seems to have started on the Greek island of 
Rhodes in 283 BC. That year the solstice fell on 
25th December, and it was also the year that the 
Ancient World’s largest Sun God statue – the 
34 metre, 200 tonne Colossus of Rhodes, was 
consecrated.  

By 46 BC, Julius Caesar had made 25th December 
the official winter solstice.  

In AD 274, the Roman Emperer Aureilian 
chose the winter solstice to be the birthday of 
the Sun God.  He also decreed that Sol Invictus 
(the unconquered sun) was ‘Lord of the Roman 
Empire’. 

50 years after that, and Constantine had 
become the first pro-Christian Roman Emperor. 
He wanted the Church to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus Christ on 25thDecember.  Perhaps it was 
that to him, Jesus was more or less the same 
person as the mighty Sun God.  Or perhaps he 
felt that the ancient Sun God’s association with 
goodness, light, warmth and life would help 

ease the people’s transition from paganism to 
Christianity.  

Whatever the reason, the Church went along 
with it, and chose 25th December to be the date 
of Christmas.  And in an ancient mosaic in the 
crypt of St Peter’s Cathedral, Jesus is portrayed 
as adorned with sun rays and riding in a chariot 
– just like Sol Invictus.

As for the huge, bronze 200 tonne Sol Invictus?  
He fell over during an earthquake and was sold 
off for scrap metal in 654AD by an enterprising 
Arab scrap merchant.  Meanwhile, Jesus lives 
on…

Look out for Wenceslas 
Most of us probably know that on December 26th (the 
Feast of Stephen) ‘Good king Wenceslas’ looked out, 
writes David Winter. We probably also know that 
the snow lay round about, ‘deep and crisp and even’. 
Beyond that, he’s just someone in a carol that’s not 
often sung nowadays. 

However, Wenceslas was a real person, a duke, and 
effectively king of Bohemia in the 10th century. In 
modern terms, he was Czechoslovakian. He was 
known as a generous and kind monarch, deeply 
Christian and given to good works. So the story in 
the carol by the Victorian hymn-writer J.M. Neale, 
while possibly fictitious, is at least in line with his 
recognised character. ‘Page and monarch’ braved the 
‘bitter weather’ and the ‘cruel wind’s wild lament’ to 
take food and fuel to a poor man living rough. 

Neale’s carol was enormously popular in the 19th 
century, because it perfectly expressed Victorian 
Christian ideals of benevolence and alms-giving.  
Christian men of ‘wealth and rank’ are urged to help the 
poor, and so ‘find blessing’. Ignoring the ‘wealth and 
rank and men’ bit, it’s still good advice, at Christmas 
or any other time.

Wise?
When I told my children the story of how the 
Wise Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh for the infant Jesus, my six-year-old 
daughter was not impressed.  “Mum, a Wise 
Woman would have brought nappies.”
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don't forget,
EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT OUR 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE CELEBRATIONS 
please COME AND JOIN US 

BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

Greasley Church 
Christmas Market 

 
A huge thank you to everyone who helped make this 
year’s annual Church Christmas Market such a great 
success.
 
Officially opened by none other than Father Christmas 
himself, it was a great day and although very tiring for 
those helpers who have been up at the hall from early 
light, it is always very rewarding. 
 
The Market really is a feel-good day for everyone 
involved, whether they are stall holders or visitors, and 
it is a brilliant showcase for all that is good about our 
church. For a great many people, it marks the start of 
their festive celebrations and we are pleased to be a 
part of that.
 
But, of course, the Market doesn’t just happen. It takes 
months of preparation, culminating in a week of hard 
graft as the stalls are put together and the church hall 
is transformed into the warm and welcoming scene to 
greet folk as they step though the doors.
 
For weeks beforehand, the lovely ladies (and gents!) 
of our church have been stirring up delicious jams and 
chutneys, making craft items, potting up plants, creating 
cakes and buns for the cake stall and refreshments and 
stockpiling bottles for the ever-popular bottle tombola. 
The list really is endless and the work which people 
put in is truly appreciated.
 
For the first time in many years we had a Santa’s Grotto 
for our young ( and young-at-heart! ) visitors to enjoy, 
as well as activities in church for them to take part in.
 
So, a huge and heartfelt THANK YOU to everyone 
who took part in creating or supporting this year’s 
Market, whether you were a visitor, stallholder, 
member of the refreshments team, stall erector, a seller 
of Grand Prize Draw tickets or one of the organising 
team -- have I left anyone out? Everyone played their 
part and we are truly grateful.
 
See you again next year!
Ian Wheeler 

Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
assurance about what we do not see’

SMILES

Shopping

The manager of a department store put this notice in 
the window: ‘If you need it this Christmas, we have 
it.’  But in the window of a rival, a sign appeared, 
stating: ‘If we don’t have it, you don’t need it.’

 
The little button

At a clearance sale, the wife of a senior judge found 
the perfect green tie to match one of her husband’s 
sports jackets. Soon after, while the couple was 
relaxing at a resort to get his mind off a complicated 
cocaine-conspiracy case, he noticed a small, round 
disc sewn into the tie. The judge showed it to the 
police, who were equally suspicious that it might be a 
‘bug’, planted by the conspiracy defendants. 
 
The police took the tie away for some serious analysis. 
A few days later, the judge phoned Scotland Yard to 
find out the results of their tests.  “Well, we’re not 
really sure where the disc came from,” the police told 
him. “But we did discover that if you press it, it plays 
Jingle Bells.’”

Good advice

If you have a lot of tension this Christmas 
and you get a headache, do what it 
says on the aspirin bottle: ‘Take two 
aspirin’ and ‘Keep away from children.’ 
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ADVERT 
SIZES & RATES

⅛ page (8 x 6cm)  £50.00 per 6 issues

¼ page (12 x 9cm) £75.00 per 6 issues

½ page (19 x 12cm)  £100.00 per 6 issues
For more details e-mail: 

    stmarygreasley@outlook.com

TO ADVERTISE HERE
contact

email: stmarygreasley@outlook.com

God does not wish us to remember what 
He is willing to forget. - 

George A Buttrick
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Thank You
As we approach the end of another year I ponder 
on many things past. This year for example, a long 
wet summer, followed by a wet autumn and by all 
accounts a wet and cold winter is to be our misfortune, 
with all the tests, trials and tribulations such appalling 
weather will bring upon many.

However, we have survived the retirement of our 
vicar and moved into an interregnum, seemingly 
without any fear of the future, as it should be of 
course, we trust in the Lord.

Our Church and the congregation are amazing and I 
feel a duty to praise and thank the Lord for Greasley 
Church, our church. Although we are all pulling 
together to keep our church safe, we need to ask the 
Lord for his continued support, guidance and wisdom 
as we all face the unknown future together.  We are 
in his hands.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank those among 
us who work quietly at times other than Sundays to 
ensure our Sunday Services continue unabated. We 
must also remember and thank the team working for 
the future of Greasley church, to find our new leader 
in Jesus, not an easy task.

We thank our reader and churchwardens as the 
full responsibility of our situation rests upon their 
shoulders and pray for them as they deal with the 
many difficult challenges most of us are totally 
unaware of.  There are those among us who keep the 
whole church infrastructure ticking over every day 
of the week, making sure the church is always ready 
for services, weddings, baptisms and funerals, and 
to those who continue to raise funds for God's work, 
God Bless you all.

I want to thank all the Open Door supporters in the 
individual ways in which they add to the success of 
our magazine.  I hope we bring a little of ‘Jesus' light’ 
to those in our parish who are unable to be actively 
part of their church. As with all things, there is always 
a cost, so thank you for those who continue to donate 
in support of the magazine. Thank You.

May the Lord Jesus be with us all this 
Christmas

May the Holy Spirit walk with you through 
the coming year

Have A Happy 
Christmas and a 

Peaceful New Year
Editor

DON'T FORGET OUR 
CHRISTMAS SERVICES

St Mary's Church Greasley

Christmas Services
Sunday 8th December: Memorial & 

Thanksgiving 
Service 12.30

Sunday December 15th: Carols by Candlelight 
7pm

Tuesday Christmas Eve: Crib Service for 
Children & Families 5pm

Tuesday Christmas Eve: Holy Communion 
11.30pm

Wednesday Christmas Day: Holy Communion 
10 am 

Sunday 12th January 2020: Christingle for 
Children & Families 10.15

EVERYONE IS WELCOME AT OUR 
CHRISTMAS SERVICE CELEBRATIONS 

please COME AND JOIN US 
BRING YOUR FRIENDS 

Finally A Prayer for Finding Inner 
Peace At this Busy Time Through 

God

God, who is more than we can ever comprehend, help 
us to seek you, and you alone.

Help us to stand before all that we could do and seek 
what you would do, and do that.

Lift from us our need to achieve all that we can be and 
instead, surrender to what you can be in us.

Give us ways to refrain from the busyness that will put 
us on edge and off centre, give us today your peace.

Unknown


